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ABOUT US

About Development Trusts Association Wales:

We are a Wales-wide not-for-profit membership organisation founded in 2003.
We support local organisations and initiatives who are driving the change their
communities need for a brighter future.

Our mission is to empower and enable community-led regeneration, growth and
sustainability across Wales.

DTA Wales members are:

Community based, owned and led.
Independent but collaborative.
Self-sufficient, or aiming for self-sufficiency.
Not for private profit.

About our Venue

Ty Pawb cultural centre in Wrexham, based in the
former People’s Market. It brings art, culture and
community together through galleries, a theatre, market ,
stalls, shops, a food court, rooftop garden and public spaces.

Working with artists and partners, Ty Pawb creates exhibitions, performances and
programmes that connect art with everyday community life, encouraging people of all
ages and backgrounds to meet, learn, create and get involved.

About our Caterers

We're delighted to be working with a fantastic local business from Ruthin - The Sorbus
Tree - run by a local couple who are passionate about good food and supporting their
community. As well as catering for events, they also run their own pie company — so
we're looking forward to bringing plenty of delicious, locally made food to the
conference!
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AGENDA

Arrival: Registration, refreshments and time to select

10:00 - 10:
0:00-10:30 your workshops for the day
10:30 - 10:45 | Welcome and plenary with our CEO, Adam Kennerley
10:45 - 11:30 Key Perspectives and Panel Discussion on The Changes
' ' We Need to See to Grow Real Community Power in Wales
Lightning Talks: 3-minute spotlights showcasing
11:30-11:4
30 > community-led work across North Wales
11:45 - 12:00 | Break
12:00 - 13:15 | Workshop 1 - select one of three options listed below
13:15 - 14:30 | Lunch
14:30 - 15:00 World Café Networking (optional) - An informal chance
to connect and explore key themes of the day over lunch
15:00 - 16:15 Workshop 2 - select one from the three options listed
below
16:15 - 16:30 | Final comments & close
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WORKSHOPS

Session 1: 12:00 - 13:15

Meaningful Community Engagement: A Trailblazing
Case Study

DTA Wales member Cwm Arian Renewable Energy will be sharing their
journey to engage more meaningfully with their Cymraeg-speaking
community in rural Pembrokeshire, and how this learning is helping to
reshape their organisation. We'll also explore practical community
engagement techniques with DTA Wales Regional Support Officer
Honey Hambley, looking at how organisations can build stronger
relationships, listen to their communities and create more meaningful
engagement.

Planning for Extreme Weather & Climate: Building
Resilient Communities

An interactive session exploring how communities and social
enterprises can prepare for and respond to extreme weather and the
impacts of climate change.

From flooding and storms to wildfire, drought and extreme heat, we'll
explore the risks these can pose and practical ways to reduce their
impact. We'll also look at business continuity planning and how
organisations can prepare for disruption, protect their premises and
keep essential services running. Led by Regional Support Officer Oisin
Lowe Sellers, the session will offer practical ideas to help build
resilience for the future.

To Prove and Improve: Learning from Communities and
Demonstrating Social Value

How do you show that your work is making a difference without
getting bogged down in complicated reporting? Brought to you by
CoPro Network, this practical workshop introduces the accessible
Prove and Improve Toolkit, helping you gather feedback and evidence
as you go, learn what’s working and identify how to improve. We'll
explore how this can support better collaboration with your
community, strengthen your work and demonstrate social value.

dtawales.org.uk
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Session 2: 15:00 - 16:15

Asedau Ni: Working Together to Preserve the Assets
Our Communities Need

The session sees the launch of Asedau Ni, a new specialist support
service lead by DTA Wales and delivered in partnership with
Coalfields Regeneration Trust (CRT), Institute of Welsh Affairs (IWA)
and Building Communities Trust (BCT), that helps communities in
Wales to take on more of the assets in their locality - both land and
buildings - that are of importance to them.

Find out about the support on offer through Asedau Ni to help
communities move forward with community ownership through our
new online resource library, direct support offer, and facilities
management training. This session is intended for individuals and
groups who are exploring the possibility of taking management of a
community asset, as well as those already on that journey.

Funding: Choosing the Right Funders for your
Enterprise

Funding in the community sector is tighter than ever, and mission
creep is a real risk as organisations seek to retain delivery of essential
services. In this session we'll hear from Anita Henman Cartwright,
Head of Funding Innovation at Climate Cymru, and Andrew Davies,
Business Development Manager at Robert Owen Community Banking,
on the benefits of and differences between grant and loan finance for
not-for-profit groups, and how to approach these different types of
funding.

Deep Dive: Keeping the show on the road

Tricks of the trade in keeping a Caia Park Partnership relevant to its
residents, viable and visionary. Gary Brown their Chief Officer will
engage you in the art of working with individuals, communities and
partner organisations in Caia Park and Wrexham wide to provide
activities, services and facilities that meet identified community
needs.

dtawales.org.uk
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PANEL DISCUSSION

The Changes We Need to See to Grow Real
Community Power in Wales

Mick is a specialist in ethical finance and community economic
development, with extensive experience supporting social
enterprises and locally rooted businesses. He founded Robert
Owen Community Banking, a community development finance
institution that has supported rural regeneration, start-ups and
small businesses across Wales and co-directed the development
of Banc Cambria, a cooperative bank for Wales. Michael now
works in several capacities across the country to develop fair

Mick Brown

Director

Banc Cambria finance solutions that strengthen local economies and expand

access to investment for community-led initiatives.

Before joining People’'s Economy as Wales'’s Programme
Manager, Jess spent five years as a community development
worker bringing resident’s visions for their community to life.
Before that, she did a PhD in polar ocean processes linked to
climate systems. She dreams of a world where we live in balance
with each other and our planet and is optimistic we can imagine

Jess Silvester and make a more just future shaped by what matters to people
Senior Programme and communities, within planetary boundaries - just. She thinks
Manager - Wales economic change is a key part of making this happen.

People’s Economy

Gary Brown is a social enterprise leader, community
development practitioner and local councillor with extensive
experience across the public, charity and community sectors. He
played a key role in establishing Brymbo Heritage Trust and
developing the Stori Brymbo project, and has led Caia Park
Partnership, one of Wales' largest place-based community
development organisations. A County Borough Councillor for

Garry Brown

Chief Officer Brymbo, Gary brings a wealth of experience and stories from
Caia Park Partnership VWrexham, offering a local perspective on the challenges and
Ltd & Borough opportunities for growing community power.

Councillor - Brymbo

dtawales.org.uk
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Anita Cartwright is Head of Funding Innovation at Climate
Cymru, where she works to reshape funding infrastructure in
Wales and build the capacity of the climate movement to access
the resources it needs. She also works as a Senior Fundraising
Manager with Cymru Global, managing their fundraising pipeline
and supporting organisations with funding applications and

Anita strategy. Anita brings extensive experience in social enterprise,
Cartwright sustainability and developing funding opportunities across
Head of Funding Wales.

Innovation

Climate Cymru

MARKETPLACE STALLS

Chat face to face with funders and support
organisations.

To be announced soon...

dtawales.org.uk
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GETTING THERE
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Public Transport

Ty Pawb is a 9 minute walk from Wrexham bus station and is a 12 minute walk from
Wrexham train station.

Parking

If travelling by car, the venue is a 10 minute drive from the A483 road, exiting at
junction 5. There are several nearby pay & display car parks, with the closest being
to the Ty Pawb’s multi story car park, and then Market Street car park. Both are
wheelchair accessible.

Accessibility

Lift access is available from the pavement to the venue, and throughout the entire
building. Toilets are at ground level. If you require additional information or have any
specific needs that you want to address, feel free to contact us in advance.

Language

Some of our sessions will be delivered bilingually in Welsh and English. Simultaneous
translation will be available throughout the day for anyone who requires it.

dtawales.org.uk



http://www.dtawales.org.uk/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/3LUSb1rn4Cn7WrWH9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/YMh2WyjMiXXLFbeBA

	AUTUMN
	CONFERENCE
	2026
	10 AM - 4:30 PM
	dtawales.org.uk


	ABOUT US
	About Development Trusts Association Wales:
	About our Venue
	About our Caterers
	dtawales.org.uk

	AGENDA
	10:00 - 10:30
	10:30 - 10:45
	10:45 - 11:30
	dtawales.org.uk

	WORKSHOPS
	Session 1: 12:00 - 13:15
	Meaningful Community Engagement: A Trailblazing Case Study
	Planning for Extreme Weather & Climate: Building Resilient Communities
	To Prove and Improve: Learning from Communities and Demonstrating Social Value
	dtawales.org.uk


	Session 2: 15:00 - 16:15
	Asedau Ni: Working Together to Preserve the Assets Our Communities Need
	Funding: Choosing the Right Funders for your Enterprise
	Deep Dive: Keeping the show on the road
	dtawales.org.uk

	PANEL DISCUSSION
	The Changes We Need to See to Grow Real Community Power in Wales
	Mick Brown
	Director
	Mick is a specialist in ethical finance and community economic development, with extensive experience supporting social enterprises and locally rooted businesses. He founded Robert Owen Community Banking, a community development finance institution that has supported rural regeneration, start-ups and small businesses across Wales and co-directed the development of Banc Cambria, a cooperative bank for Wales. Michael now works in several capacities across the country to develop fair finance solutions that strengthen local economies and expand access to investment for community-led initiatives.

	Jess Silvester
	Senior Programme
	Manager - Wales
	Before joining People’s Economy as Wales’s Programme Manager, Jess spent five years as a community development worker bringing resident’s visions for their community to life. Before that, she did a PhD in polar ocean processes linked to climate systems. She dreams of a world where we live in balance with each other and our planet and is optimistic we can imagine and make a more just future shaped by what matters to people and communities, within planetary boundaries – just. She thinks economic change is a key part of making this happen.

	Garry Brown
	Chief Officer
	Gary Brown is a social enterprise leader, community development practitioner and local councillor with extensive experience across the public, charity and community sectors. He played a key role in establishing Brymbo Heritage Trust and developing the Stori Brymbo project, and has led Caia Park Partnership, one of Wales’ largest place-based community development organisations. A County Borough Councillor for Brymbo, Gary brings a wealth of experience and stories from Wrexham, offering a local perspective on the challenges and opportunities for growing community power.

	dtawales.org.uk
	Anita Cartwright
	Anita Cartwright is Head of Funding Innovation at Climate Cymru, where she works to reshape funding infrastructure in Wales and build the capacity of the climate movement to access the resources it needs. She also works as a Senior Fundraising Manager with Cymru Global, managing their fundraising pipeline and supporting organisations with funding applications and strategy. Anita brings extensive experience in social enterprise, sustainability and developing funding opportunities across Wales.




	MARKETPLACE STALLS
	Chat face to face with funders and support organisations.
	To be announced soon...
	dtawales.org.uk


	If travelling by car, the venue is a 10 minute drive from the A483 road, exiting at junction 5. There are several nearby pay & display car parks, with the closest being to the Ty Pawb’s multi story car park, and then Market Street car park. Both are wheelchair accessible.

